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IRC Awards 
Each year, the IRC network awards its most successful technology 
transfer. 

You will find below the presentation of the IRC Network Awards for
2005. 

IRC network award to the most successful industrial technology 
transfer  
IRC network award to the most successful exploitation of research 
results.  

IRC network's award to most successful industrial technology transfer 

Italian SME, Raytec Vision, and Spanish-based 
multinational, Chupa Chups, were presented on 29.6. with 
the Innovation Relay Centre network’s award for most 
successful technology transfer from industry. 
 
The award recognises the successful introduction of Raytec
Vision’s innovative X-Ray inspection system to Chupa 
Chups’ production line, ensuring a more efficient quality-
control process and better sweets for Europe’s young (and 
not so young) children. 
 

Presented by Bruno Wattenbergh, chief operations officer of the Brussels Enterprise Agency, 
host of today’s annual meeting of the IRC network, the award aims to promote the importanc
of transnational co-operation for European competitiveness. This is the focus of the EU-funded
Innovation Relay Centres network, which helps small firms across Europe gain access to the 
best available technologies. 

Quality control is as important a part of the food sector as in any 
industrial sector. Automation of parts of the production process 
helps to improve the efficiency and reduce the costs of the process 
and ensure the highest quality products are consistently shipped 
by manufacturers.  
 
Raytec Vision is a specialist in the development of machines to sort 
food, by colour and shape and to grade for quality using X-Ray 
equipment. On the other side, multinational sweet manufacturer 
Chupa Chups was looking for equipment to help them improve the 
quality control of their products.  
 
Brought together at a brokerage event organised through the IRC network, the two firms worked with 
their respective local IRCs to seal a deal in which Raytec Vision has developed a specific tool for the 
Chupa Chups production line. The Raytec Vision machine has been tailored to the precise shape of the 
Chupa Chups sweets. After extensive testing, the machine has been installed on the production line and
Raytec Vision will also provide ongoing technical assistance and monitoring.  
 
According to Luis Pérez Gómez of Chupa Chups, the new machine will help them reduce the rejection 
rate for their sweets, and access new markets. “We are going to improve the quality of our products, an
therefore our competitiveness in the most demanding markets,” he says.  
 
“Being an SME, an agreement with such a large company was a real challenge,” underlines Maria Luisa 
Piatti of Raytec Vision, “but thanks to the extremely valuable assistance from the IRC network we were 
able to reach a deal.”  
 
 
 
Background  
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The Innovation Relay Centre (IRC) network, part-funded by the European Union, is the world’s largest 
aimed at building technology partnerships between organisations in different countries. Primarily focused
on assisting small firms, the network helps them access new and innovative technologies which can help
them improve their products and processes, thus becoming more competitive and contributing to 
Europe’s overall economic health.  
 
The network has grown in the ten years since the first IRCs were created. It now encompasses 230 
offices in 33 countries, staffed by experts in technology transfer with local knowledge able to address the
specific needs of local firms. But through the network they have access to technologies and expertise 
from across Europe and beyond.  
 
The winners of the award for the most successful transnational technology transfer from industry – and a
parallel award for the most successful transnational technology transfer exploiting research results – 
were selected by the European Commission from submissions from IRCs across the network. The criteria
included the socio-economic impact, the enhancement of industrial process, and efficient networking 
across the IRC network. 

For further information on other aspects of the work of the IRC network, see the IRC website or find your
local IRC 

Contacts 

Ms Elena Suárez González, IRC GALACTEA, Spain 
Tel. +34 985 207 434 galantea@ficyt.es 

Ms Marta Serrano, IRC ALPS, Italy Tel. +39 
011 670 0621 cst.ms@ceccp.org 

List all the IRC Awards per year: 

2001  
2002  
2004  
2005  
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Ansa 29/06/05 
 
INNOVAZIONE: ALIMENTI AI RAGGI X, PREMIATA AZIENDA ITALIANA 
PREMIO UE PER MIGLIOR ACCORDO TRASFERIMENTO TECNOLOGIA 
  
(ANSA) - TORINO, 29 GIU - Per la prima volta va all'Italia il premio istituito dalla 
Commissione Europea per il migliore accordo di trasferimento trasnazionale di tecnologia. 
Si tratta del controllo a raggi-X di prodotti alimentari confezionati, per individuare corpi 
estranei 'pericolosi' per la salute, incompletezze e deformazioni dell'alimento. L'azienda è 
la piemontese Raytec Vision di Moncalieri (Torino) che ha trasferito la tecnologia al noto 
produttore di dolciumi Chupa Chups con sede nel nord della Spagna. I premiati sono gli 
Innovation Relay Centres (Irc) Alps di Torino e Galactea di Asturias (Spagna), che hanno 
creato il contatto tra le 2 imprese e le hanno affiancate fino al raggiungimento dell'accordo. 
Il Centro Estero Camere Commercio Piemontesi è partner del consorzio Alps coordinato 
dalla Camera di commercio di Torino, che vede anche la collaborazione del Centro 
Sviluppo (Aosta) e della Camera di commercio di Genova. "Questo premio è per noi 
motivo di orgoglio non solo come Centro Estero e come Alps - commenta Francesco 
Devalle, presidente del Centro Estero Camere Commercio Piemontesi - ma anche come 
piemontesi e italiani. Mi preme anche ricordare che oggi con fierezza parliamo di Raytec 
Vision e di Chupa Chups, ma a fianco di questo caso ce ne sono altri non meno importanti 
che dimostrano le capacità del nostro Paese di proporsi nel panorama europeo con 
competenze tecnologiche ed innovative di alto livello, che oggi più che mai costituiscono la 
chiave del successo di un'impresa e in generale di un sistema economico". (ANSA). 
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La Stampa 04/07/05 
Il sottosegretario della Lega interviene nel dibattito sul futuro del Nord-Ovest 
COTA: NON E’ UN SACRILEGIO DIFENDERE IL TERRITORIO 
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